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July 2001 ntarked. the tenth anniversary of Stove arriving at Loch r.Jess to t3ke up a �monster hunting' 
life; \�11en we vbite.:l l:hn whLe at the loch this year (01), I asked if he �vould write a few· lines to go into a 
1�essle1ter. After one f'Urther pro4� he sent nlethe folloVi.ri..flg, dated 14th Noven1ber� Dores Beach, Loch Ness. 
lu a cove1ing n-c)t� ·he said there is a· 'lot· of stil:f.r not in there.: ,but if h�·left it with· plans to write a bit 1nore 
tornon·ow, it could just li..:. there for "�:�,-,ther couple of weeks . . Hc .also said he \V�s going -to mention his bus, 
-the doubk-decker he novv has. l-Ie is back to do�g a fevv bits of work on it, but thought he \-Vottld see if he can 
stick at it this time, before talking about his plans for it. I-I� aho asked tne to mention a \Veb site} v"ww.nessie­
c�ty.�o.uk 

Ten years vva1chh1g and waiti.ng foi,. a glimp�e of 'The Lo�h Ness i\llonster'. To man_: a sceptic 'votdd! 
as a pastimr�, qualify as one of late 20th centuries greJtcst fo!Hes. But looking ba;;k over the la£t decade I can 
find no regrets for having embarked on the quest. 

-

.Arrhing here at the lDch in July �91 I v.:as a fnnt h.,liever ·n the cxist\:rrce of a sn1aU nu1nber of N:�ssies 
living in tl1e loch. This was b�sed o;· rea-1\.r;g .: dozen or 1non:� books on the subject, having visited t11e loch on 
n1.ayb�_ h-4lf a dozen oc{.asions over the c6unn of the previous nventy years1 and aU that I had read of �ighti:ngs 
and expedition in the press� and see11 on t:;;it;�ic;;iori.· Ten J'ean-i on� tod.ay� I am even n1ore·�0nvmced that vve 
have a buncl1 of unid""nti:fit.;d, large� animals li'�g· here in tb.:: J�y:h: \'.::-",:"', has convinced me? Ivfainljr the fact 
that beca�e I have established n1yself on the loc.h-stde, and won the tn.t;;!_ of local fl"1lks, I hear of far more frrst 
hand accounts of sightings by rel11b!�, siJlcer�� r�sidents of the area. �1any of whout wvuLi not notrnally tell of 
their �xperiences to outsiders. Far Inore Jian" I had ever read of m the press� or heard of fi�om. any source, 
v-\rhilst living away down .south in Dorset .. 'There have been a stepdy trickle of stories told to rne ovei· tl-1e past 
ten years. �Jbviously I have becotne sceilticaLof son1e witnesses,. tourist� spotting seven humps following a 
boat up the loch on a caln1 day. 'Youths with a_ glint in their eye and an ·'honest mister� it wa� huge� honesf 
cypc o� story. The:.;� �}jJes of acc·-:)tmts I have grown able to sift_ through and dismiss. But I mn al·ways left �with 
(:l number of sightmg-s, ni:iybe' thn:·� or four per year, on tuost years. that cannot he dismissed tbr various 
reaso1;1s. Such as the n�imber of witnesses to a piuticular report, Jhe tvve.nty-thrce people at the Craigdarroch 
Hotel� ·who watd1ed something in Foyers Bay for'four or five minutes, on the 15th June 1996: During \Vhich 
time th owner phoneJ tilt �o teil m� vd at he. Vv-as watching._ Ho\v.ever, being ten :rnil�s a\-vay at Dores! lhere 
�vas nothing I cou\1 do bu listen, jealously. Reasons lite the fact a \Vitness has spent years sat fishing qn the 
side of the loch� se '1f1g 1!. in all ifs .. iJ(hJS� like Roland o�Bric;;n; who spotteJ so1nething that h� wa.� adamant 
\Vas �defLrtitely alive' in 1993, \\hilst i1shing near Dores. Or for reason of ju.f:;t hovv long a person-has ·spent 
living on the loch side, and daiJ:· looking out of their ,.,indows at it' _beauty. Margaret I\.:faclennan is- one of 
these people. She told 1ne of the three s1ghtings sLe _has had i11 her lifetilne� h:--1,,ir.g been born· and raised in 
Dores. The last of her s.ightings. in 1992, \vas so close in to the shore h.� front of her hous-e tha� had she 
�'ished, she felt she eo lld ha\·� hit it with a stone. 

· 

. There are so many storie�·· like these th;lt I have -been told over the past ten_ years� possibly hundred� of 
accounts·; many of these people .\vould not tdl a stranger, let alon� a journalist!! Old ladies of 80, -who are at 
church -every Sunday: have been helped along the Dores shore to tell rne �not to give up', because they sa\v 
something m Dores Bay ihal they \V�J1 never f.)rget, \Vhen they vvere teenagers. It is the reliabl·� eye•witne�sr.;s 
that keep tne convinced. It would be an extn:anely Glosed-rninded person that could tell all of them they �ere 
nlistaker1, merely eeing the effects of the \vind, \vaves, or tricks ,of the light. Too many honest people have 
trusted me �vith theii stories. _ _ . . 

But it is not just these stories that keep tne goj_�g. C'ver tht� yc:,-__ �s I have- seen som_e '-'ery iliteresting 
echo�sounder coitta.cts. · !Jn their o\>vn they 1;yfH never -solve his .tnysL-r,:.:, '>at do t id anothe� piece to the jig­
saw. Espc�ial!y· rhe contacts n1ade by R :·nald I\1ac-ken.zje_ of Fort Augustus, \vho ovvns �md runs the Royal 
Scof .p leasure boat. lTsing sotne of tl c best ·eq lipmcnt _on the loch, he had one large contact in pai'ticular� on 
-2110 July · �-97, and three contacts two days later, a.U as �yet de(ymg explanation. 



I must be overdue a good sighting myself by novv-. having only seen one torpedo-like disturbance in 
Borlum Bay, Fo11 Augustus� whkh lasted for mayb� ten oM fi...Ftc�n �".;.,onds� ba\.'.k in '92. Cn that o�casion 
nothing could be seen at the ht:;ad of it, due tc th..:; dismnce� dt .. d the \Va :�s that this "-lung was n1oving against 
but there are no fish in the loch capable of ni;.�ld.ng a V\:a""'�·e lil\e that. \vnen I arrived here I had a rough 
expectation of spotting som.eth1ng subst��ttir:�l in the fu.:;t 1m�e y�;.tl.t�, or so. f\S the years have ticked by I have 
reali�ed that was a \Vee bit on the optintistk side. Maybe to g;:�t my first really good photographiC:; going to take 
another ten years. So be it, I ·un in th.e place t.hat l10V;;;, doing the +hlng that I love: \Vhat tnore could I ask for 
in life. Follow your dreams ,that is my motto, and atter �t ye[lr:� T �'"'.C�J it \iVorks. 

My Nessie models fund tne� just about� (ten po 1nds includin.g ��'·)�·�·0ge: 'Via IUp). In fact people make 
special trips round the loch now-a-days, to find me and buy one. It is a hand to 1nouth .Ufestyle, bur how much 
money do I really need to ke;;p me sit1ing on a bea "h? Life he;·e is a constant adventure, I really never kno\v 
what odd situations are just around th� cotner. I never plan much anymore, I ju.�t let lif� roll on, waiting to see 
what happens, and it never fails to stu·prise m�. •no you ever get boredT I an1 often asked, no, I love \Vhat I 
do. If I can add just one piece of e-vi.dt�nce to this mystery, one photograph with my natne on it then that \-Vill 
be justificaiion enough. In the !n.ean.til.n� I an1 h�ppy to ·watc-h and wait. 

HEN"RYBAUER 
Henry, fi'onl BL.1cksburf::: \,·a. USA, author of ;TI1c Enigma of Loch l �ess'� dropped tne a line with 

news of his visit to the loch i..rt September '01. They had been at the Ross's chalet (Stron�, over-looking 
lJrquhart Bay) frotn Septen1ber 8th to 29th. Hem)· said that the events of the 11th 1n �e'v ._{ork, rnade the rest 
of thcir stay very unlike a holidaJ!. I! vas not a good time to be a·way from ho1ne and friends and family. The 
local people had been very supportive: the nice new Tourist Information Ofiice in Drumnadrochit opened a 
book of condolence for people to sign; the local churches arranged an ecun1t;nical set'\i.ce on Thursday 27ti1 
and took up a collection to help the New Y orkers. 

So far as Nessie spotting \vent, the tnost exciting sighting was on Sunday 16th� about" 9atn.. There "Y.-ere 
quite a lot of fish ris�s. A BIG setnicircular set of dppks appeared, then a black head producir _g a \Vake; · a 
motnentary glimpse of a grey side. Son1e · utes later the head appeared again. {_infortunately (perhaps that 
should be fortunately, Rip) I've seen seals often enough ;n th .... � o\_. ean to recogni::e thern, and that is what this 
was. It took place some 50 to lOO yards out fro1n the inner delta in lJrquhan Bay, V\;here it is also fairly 
shallow. Over the last fe\v years I' 'e seen a lot of silting at the southe:.n end of th·� Bay. Someti..111es the horses 
t1·otn Borlum Fa1n1 are traversing aJ�nust dry h1nd there. This \-Vas my 20th visit to the loch, and only the second 
time I have seen a seai the first in 1985, just a black head -�oming up once and going down again immediately. 

One (lay-. sa\v a VERl:? P<)OR n1odc� of \Vha.t must have !..A>�::.�. .-,upposed to be a model �essie being 
towed from Temple Pier to lJrquhart Castle. It \Vas then tuwed ba•.)k :!·..:::.\.; fe-rt�-,_ in fl·c\r!t of the Castle, 'vhile 
fla�hcs on the Jacobite boat sho� :cd that '!I"':Opk were taking photographs of it. The parking attendant at the 
Castle told me that he had seen the &atn� thing la�t year� at about the same tin1e. Apparently the Tourist Board 
brings a group of businessn1en to the ar�a and this is one of t. .. 1e treats the:y ar� p -ovidcd. They l:ould do a lot 
bett� for them as far as infonnaf on about Nessie goes. 

The Otiginal Loc� N�ss �1onster Exhibition, at th� Lod� Nes5 Lodg:;: I-Iotel, has a n.;;\V video, nuuling 
30 minutes, with excellent scenic photography ;:m�l including ahnost the whole of Tim's 1960 filiu. Th.e only 
clear mistake I saw in the video, "lVa..� .a reproduction of Rines ·, s 1972 sonar chart desctibed as the Binnh1ghan1 
l_!niversity 1968 sonar· results. Induded too is an atnateur video of a possible Nessie near Invermoriston� I 
think it is clearly a fake� wakr t :trbu!�nce around a post given th . appearance of motion by swinging the video 
camera back and forth. 

Good to have word fi'OHl J-Ient)'. He made reference to the terrible events of September 11th. I \Vas 
trying to put Ylords together for'� sm'lll piece in Nessletter 141, but couid not find words to properly express 
my thoughts about s�ch horrifying acts. As a youngster I was brought up during the Second World War, and 
have many tales. For 'much of the early yean� of the \Var, jt \Vas just natural to go to bed in the air-raid shelte-r= 
\-Vith wfam and Gran. \��e were never : botnbed OUt'� but one bomb did deflect off the roof and explode in the 
garden. Ont� morning I �"�nt to school to find it totaHy flattened, along with the sw1·oundin.g area� direct hit by 
� 'land-nline'. \Ve used to go around after a �raid' collecting 'shrapnel' from the streets. I had an intpressive 
collection. I was fortunate, I did not have any farnily rnembers killed. Uncle Bob made it home frotn Dunkirk 
and \Vent on to take pa1t.in the rest ofth.e \·;ar. l)oris's brot1ier George was kihcd at sea, Mediterranean� at the 
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age of seventeen.. H��r father survived being torpedoed. Being rescued from the A.tlantic very close to Ne'¥ 
Foundland. Although he 1i rc;d . n to 1 959, his health had b,:cn severely da;rnaged and h� spent long spljlls i..ti 
hospital. These w·ere thing$ that werc. accepted. after <�H \Ve vve1 c fighting a Wt1f. A war that \Vas t11ought to be 
just and for om surviv� H1ere would be dan1ag� and ,::.nl."':.alities. Th� ev.vn.ts of Septe1nber 1 1th can1e out of the 
blue, it was th.., 2 1 ilt Century and vve thoughr v..·e \:Vert� H··. i � .g in ?. ··-::: · ·  e: or !ess civilised \i\'orld. T11ere \vere 
troubles in the \"'-orld, ;u·en ' t there ahvays, but hopefully they could r ,; r· Jt light. Then came the unspeakable 
honors perpetrated hy religious n:.adn1cn. If anything so honi1ic coukl be n1ad� worse. i� �rliaps it \Vas, because 
so n1.any of us \Va.tch.ed it being played out in our ov./n hotne[�. as ever;' ghostly secon� \vas televised a.nd 
transtnitted round· the v,:orld. \Ve saw it happening before our eyes, but c.ould not really cotnprehcnd it. Th-ere 
could be so tnuch said� but perhaps just to say our thoughts and prayers are with all that have bet:n �netted hy 
those events. 

HOLIDAr ... S � o l  
Saturday July 28tn ' 0 1 ,  6.00p� I was at la�t n1akin.g rnyself comfortable on the ()lcl P'cr at 'Abriachan. 

There was a fre�h South \Vestl;rly \Vind hlow·ing, and th� loch vv-as fairly rough but it ,;v as very good to be 
back. I had the ladies, iny \Vife Doris and her sister Audrey! settled into tl1e . �n1all flat they had the previous 
year! in Le\viston . .. As usual I vv·as in our old Transit can1pcr� on the pieL those mratige1nents haviTlg vvorked 
very \-vell in 2000. 

The next morr.Jn& Sunday, the lo�h "tvas very rough. No real \vatching, hut an eye kept on it as I had 
breakfast and got ready . Leaving at 10. 30 I \Vas making nly \V ay to Le�viston to pick the ladies up and see \vhat 
the day would bring. As I passed the l!rquhart Bay marina one of .the cruise· rrillli-buscs \vas conling out. I 
thou�"lt it may be Dic-k F.aynar, so \""·ent along to the th·qt:hart Lodge car park, sure enough. it \vas Dick 
rctu1ning the passengers frorn a t1ip. It was good to tnake contact so eariy in my stay: and as th�re \Vas no one 
\vaiting \-Ve ·w·erc able to hmle a cl at. iLmong other things he tnld me that Bob Rines and a tearn f.fon1 the 
Academy of Applied �; ·--iences \Vere l 'Orldng duwn at T enlp1e Pier and had. been around for a while. I kne\V 
Bob had intended to tnount an exp "'diti.o!� in 200 1 �  hut had not be�n too sure vvh�n. It wou:J give tn� a c-hance 
to renew friendship and have. a look �1t \Vhat they vvere doi<1g. \\'hen I · g.ot the ladi�s from Lcwiston it vvas 
d�dded to l�ve a quiet drive dov<:n to Fo1rt Al�"ll!stus .  Parking there� it vvas a case of out \-Vith th�� dectric tdke 
and '\\:heekhair� for a \\ ar der round. 1\.1ost visits have he.corne nrin1-expeditions as neither o.f then1 can ntanage 
far on foot. \\re evcntu::Uy finished up at the Abbey� ·which \VilS op�;.:ti, (:J:noll ..:hargc to get in. Just a fc\v other 
visitots around. \Vhiie it '\-Vas nice to r�fiesh our nH�tnoties of the Abt;.;..� ; L  �-� ... -.. ;::.  ,;;: ·� d to 5e:- �nd feeL a quiet air 
of genteel dilapidaiion around it, and the ground�. \\7e had �ccess to ail t]�e ground t1.cor ron1�1s� m�ny of 
\Vr.tich had been out of bounds \Vhen it \Vas the .Abb�y. t.lthou.gh rnosl w�re e·�·npty. There '\-Va.s a little tea-room 
�et up in one: but that " !as closed by the ti.:tne \ve ha'1 furished our look round. This had taken in the pm1s of 
the grounds which had L·e�n the pre.:erv . of the n1ottks> the path along rh� shore u} fro11t of r.h� Abbey, frorn 
\vh.i�h n1any si_ghrmgs h:-�d been. tnade .  This path goes along the loch 'Jbore to the tnouth of the River Tarff 
where in ()ctober i 97 5 i\-lr Lipi.nski had a reE:2-rk3.hk exp�.:,r" t. K·e.  He had b�en attrac.t.c.d by the so�.md of 
splashing: and sa :v a :larg-� 1ack' well d�ar of rhe \Vater. - i\vist1n�· around trvmn: to free itself :!i-orn the g:ravd """"' � � 0 .. � . ......, 
bank it had apparently grounded on� it freed itself after two or tlu-..�c n1li1.utes and tnade off into the loch 
(Nessletter 1 1 : Ocl '7 5). I took a \Valk along and had a look at the place, the fu-st tiinei have been able · to do 
so. Steps do""'n to it ano.;i a roug..� path tneant it \'Vas not suitable for the d1airs. \\' e \Vere. also·. able to have a 
look at the little cemetery m ·which many of tht� fonner n1onl�s are laid . to rest. I have sjnce leatn�d that l\.1r 
Lipinski, a lay vorkt-r ut the .Abbey for 1nany years, is buried thep=· as �veil. }\. very pleasant quiet afternoon, 
but I hope that son ·e positive developm�nt is in the p1pcline . 

.\1aking our w�t} back to Le\viston \Ve just cnught lVfargaret and Doug I\1acfarlane� fi·om Ayr: "'ivho had 
been at the loch for rhe weekend. Kno\ving our p\ln� .they had been to .the 'fiat to look for us. \Ve had rhe 
usual good natter, although they did give us som� sad ne\vs·. Su� and Al�stair Boyd� Southe:tl(L had �rrived at 
the cottage at Stron�, the pre"Viou.�· \Yeekend, b · tt had to dash straight bac:-k to ·Yorkshire, \Vhcr� Sue�s  fan1ily 
live. They had called on the way up a.� Sue� s fafhe.r \Va� ilL but shottly after getth.,.g to the loch they received 
news that he hau w rsen�d and di�d. 11ltiY haJ h:/l tnost of threir gear with J\.-lr Ross, so it se:.e:r.ned that they 
·would he back at sotne point. '  

. 

Loch \Vas rough on 1\,fonday rnorn:.ng_, not pr\-.;i r1i3i..tig for ·�vatd.l}ng. c�_all�,;d in to T�lHpk Pier on way to 
Lcwiston. 1\·Iany of the Acad�my teatn there. with n1uch 'Ltivity� but Bob Rlnes \\·as otf in rnvemes�. They 



were using one of Menzies ' gai·ages1hui1dinas as a \Vorkshop and monitoring station. They had an undetv.iater 
camera sited on. the loch floor� oif T cm.ple Pier� also a large RO\-r and useful size vvork-boat. Got the ladies 
then we did some shopping in Invcn ess� making our \Vay round to Dores; to· try to connect \-\tith Steve . 
Feltham. Van tl1ere� lookLttg as if it had not moved · :tor scrne thn,.;;, but no sign of St�v�. Drive along to 
Inverfarigaig, stopping at some 1ay�by·es bu loch \Vas t·till rough. \Vorl· by l!rquhart Castle clearly visible 
across the loch� great scars on the hillside and tall cranes. Tried Dorcs beach again on return, but · still no sigJ.t� .. 
of Steve. 

Called into Temple Pier again on Tuesday moming, learned that Bob was up at T ye hat Tychat is a 
house \\·ay up on hillside on the l'�orth side of c·rquha.n B ay� v.Jhid1 Bob has had su1ce t.he seventies. 
\Vonderful views of the hay and across to the Castle and beyond out 1nto the loch. Rang hun as I \Yent into 
Lewiston, received invitation for us all io go up to sec hun. Collected ladi�s and made our 'vay to Tychat. It 
\Vas good to see him again.. he iooked "'·ell� if a bit older. Thinking about it, I first n1et Bob in the late sb:ties 
and he "vas not young th�. V\·" e connected once or Psice du1i.ng Iris expeditions in the �ev�nties, v" hen Doris 
and I spent time vtith Bob and Carol (his late \!Vife ). Doris and Carol were expecting together. our l-Ieather and 
Bob's  Justice just 1nonths apart. Justice was at Tycha� I ahnost did not r\;cognisc he tall. \Yell built young n1an 
\Vhen I saw him, he \Vas just a· youngster the last ti..111e .  Also there \Vere a nutnber of the; Academy tea1n.. \Ve 

had a very nice time vvit.h tJ. em all� ren1inisci:ng about the old LNI •Li.y: . ;;vhcn yt\·e pro��·idcd n1anpowcr for the 
Acaden1y's early expeditions. 111ey aiso brought tne up to date o:n ·� ·. :  ·;.·o:·l� 1:�ey Yver(.� doing on their 2001 
expedition. I was very pl as\;d to see that Justice \Vas playing a very a .... tivc role in tl .. e organising and ruru'llng 
of the expedition. That bodes \V>ell for the future. 

\Ve then \Vent back mto Drunw...adrochi� parking in the ne\V car park. 11ris recently fmishcd facility is 
t\vo or three tin1CS rhe area of the old one� and has a 'ery smart Tourist Information� . plus Toilets. building in 
the centre. During our stay t.here \Vas mu<;h activity in and around Dru.ntnadrochit preparing for judgh1g in the 
Btitain in bloon1 cotnpctition. The \Yhole pEact: �;\·as tidy and clean \Niih. lots of fresh painr and ablaze ¥vith 
flowers in tubs: beds .. baskets� really tnagnificen . \Ve had J g<�od loo�: around all the shops� after lunch at Lhe 
Dri1m Fann. After talJn� the ladk� back to Le\viston I v.,·as tli,.>dv on the Dier �1t 6 .00 .  - • s. 

Dick Ra. :nor dropped in a little later and vve had a gocd coupk of honr� ,�.hat and discuss ton. The loch 
surface was cahning so \\-� \Verc able to 1-·l.}�p an eye on it whik talking. Di�h had broug.ht th*.i a m.obil� phun� 
to botTo\\� as \Vell as his night vi.;t'>n h�noculars. The phone '.vas to he \ ·ery useful as were the· b1noculars. I 
have had th� use of th�-;m before and they arc truly amazing. In 'vh�tt scc;n1s to b� tot.:tl d�trkrl.;;-;:, you cr:n. se;; 
the sutface. the far shore� everything in Yery good detail The}' give things a bluey/green light · no colour. '. 
similar to a very old blac!� and· \V. ' te TV set. for those of us th..1t can rctnember that far b.1ck. The p��oblein 
that lurks in the back o:t your tnind \Vhile using them hoV\·ever. is \-vh.al do you do if you do see sornetlring 
strange? You can see it shape, movement, whr�tever� but th.,.re is ne ' t3Y you c �n record \Vh�t you a_.t"e seeing 
on fllm or tape ! l I can in1agine telling Adrian ai l about tny \Vonderhll midnight �essi� s1ghting, and being told 
� to pull the other one� . But it \Vould be nice to e-ven have that 

:\fter a \-v.et nigh� · there \Vas so1uc sur on '.VcdnesJclY n10111iag, alt! .ough tll.e loch \Vas rough. Taking 
my usual walk along the shore I took a c1oser look aT :t straggly, gras�;..]ike plant, '�ith yellovv flo\vers� that I had 
noticed when I fir ·t anived. I identified it as l)ilseed R�pe. I �..-.as lattr k fiat1 the nearest fielo of Oilseed �·as 
about seven miles away, on the road to L1ven1es�. I \\ill ju::t put in a persor a I thought or t\ '0 in here . I. do not 
like the idea of Groetically .. l\ 1odified crops. There is a res -·itc at. ·�v!unloL-hY� on the B!a�.k Isle! some 1niles 
north of h1ven1ess . j have no problem \Vith eating what they produc.0. � ,_,.,i.ilough J h�ve been · told that perhaps I 
should. ,  as one of the gcn�s 'they ' play about \Vith is linked to anti.<·bio�it: t..:;1e.;:;�.1 .. ce.- :.. iy \":on-y is I feel ·sure 
there is trouble to come fron1 tbeir introduction into the environn1ent. The seed fur the plant on the beach had 
travelled several tniles� ho'w far does the pollen travel? There is a· report· from Iv1exico of pollen bei."1g detected 
60 miles a\-vay from the gro\ving crop. ()ne of the benefits( ?) \-Ve are roid. is that G�.f crops can be \Veed-killer 
resistant� not all w�ed-icilleP but one specifi,; . \Vl1o produce.� this product? The s3nlc Agro-c•.)nipany th�f· �ell'3 
the G1 �r seed! \\·nat happens if, \\ hen� a mutant strain of super-\V�ed starts H) take over rhe \:OUntry? I have 
just heard report� fron1. C �nada that three cr'.lq�-fertilised l}1Je:;;. have rec-�nt1y lv:�(;n . ickntifi�ri There art' so 
n1any things that w e.  h�tv� introdU\:·ctt !nto pi.a�t;�� \\ her� th�." ;·w::·/\Vt!·� no. nativ� GM! have ��!U:sc4.i probktns. 
Rabbits into Australia .  J-Iedgd1(lgs on1n �om�� Scottish idand-;; . A.rneric?.n ��r;1�.11sh that c;:rry a '--i.rus th�t is· 

. . . t. . . . . .  1 - 1 • r· I . 
h-. L . �\., ,.. 1 , -\�Vlpmg our t1tc nalt'\ � BEI.lS!l �i'J}'tls.::t. 111 1n,1ny parts o 1 l\. ...: o unu .•/: · .a.r_�;.1 ar(.;a& L.l ' Y 4h;;6 � 11�r� 

Rhododendrons were introduc.ed onto 'the hillsides, are n(,w unable to gro'"' .:1nything else, �ven �vhen they are 



gruhb�d up. They leave a chemical in the soil that pre· v�nts an�·thing else gnJ\ving. J apancse Giant HoB"'eed 
on river banks. The Ii�t goes on and on. Iowa Star� trniversity · founJ th,� t 1nor:; them 50�o of �Ionarch 
Butterfly caterpill:rs died tlu·ce days afkr t-wo days expo:';Hre to G�vi co1n po11cn To n1y tni Ld ther·� is dimger 
Out thet"F' a·ld IJe·· ,pl "' ' "'c; , ... ltJ'i'�l .. ,;:J.'' l) "J-t ·- · C " '· tn t" n l- .:. : .. ,., ... ., ... ;,.. .,,. ; j- "t;" .-'! · ·· · (1C n · ;-, .� ."'i"': -1 G�\ !  · · · Jp� a·· l' ' \"' ; a""··? Gri ·· ·:> t �r l "' ""' 1 >IV v, .;, 1\;.il -. \1 '-' · .i \,i "' , � ""'� -� •- • I,J :Lh. !� \ -- l l..o. -� _._ ,,. \ I,  .o.l,V I,..} V\' \o.l t t.c,; . .. o...l .._ .._ \,.., \. . " . J. J \i ',_"! • �4& \,; 

yield we are to1d. That. ILJ.Y be so� hut right n(r·v in thi8 country .ve ilre hearing of schen1es to pay fanners to 
be country side. \"Y'ardcns, me�·.; or kS$. Fof tna n . .  y:.:!lrs the-re h:r .. ·.: 1 .; 'Tl. · s�t .. a:-;i(!� ' gra;·<�3 t.) p.:t:�· f:;.nncrs no·t- to 
gro\v food to let the fiekl� lie !�dJ.o\v! 1 Do \Ve need. greater yid d. trom our crops'/ 1 h.trd \Vorld fanners ·will 
benefit. we are told. P<"�rhaps. but I be!ic·v·c :hat t;.1.an��· of ih�� (r�.i crons �k� not nro.:l:....cc a \'i3ble s��cl. So cv�n· � . ... J.. 1. ... 

year the gTO\\·er has to buy a new suppi;.:. \Vhereas \Vith the ordi.Li.� .· ..;·\;ed a crop IS harvested, a bag is put 
aside to plant the next crop� the fmn1�rs farrily is fed, and any surpluc :·:, �· \_ �d . .:\ l� '.hat �(i:·.tr:r£ is net gold ! ! 

\Vh.ile ot1 tny hobby horse may I r�c()mtu·�nd LPG Autogas. I had our old 2(Hi0cc petrol Transit van 
conveiied to tun on Liquid Petroleum (ias nearly two years age, at a cost of under £900. \Vhile paying less 
than half the cost of petrol, you also have the feel good faci:or that the �ruissions are tnuch reduced� good for 
the:. planet Our last t\-vo trips to Loch Ness have been done entirely on gas� as is nll our day to day ntru1ing, 

· you keep your petrol sysk1n and can run on that if necessary. \Vr.; are now well into profit . H is also nic� to 
know that over 8 5(�'0 of fuel CO�"! doe.s not go !lS l"JX. It could be worrh th.inking about. 

�o\v back to \Vednesd.ri.y. \\\� had (! iook ,1long tc the. \Vest End Ca.n 1g..,; at �\J.iHotL to see Cluisti.ne and 
George. There vvere big alterJtions under \vay. The old shop/of1ice;cafe buililing had bec:n pulled dO\'Vti.. Front 
my earliest recollections 1.-, t�.; raid-60s) it had always l�aned and sagged. Part of one of the brgcr g�rage 
buildings \Vas being fitted out as a shop and oftice. ;\{ore itnportantly� fi:om my poL.�t of v:lew. rhere \Vas a 
LPG A.utogas tan..� standing \Vhere the old building had been. It '\Vas not up and nuuling� but was to he 'vitr.t.in a 
couple of '\<veeks. . 

· 

\l\7e then ntade our way round to Dores_, once ag.ain no sign of the 1non.ster-hunter . Thi') \Y�s '\Yh.:!\: the 
mobile phone c.a1ne inro it �s o\vn. A call to ask, �"O:h \Vhcre �-tre you? .. , resuhed in a \Vaving figure appe,tri.ng 
in one of the gardens a little v-.:ay alortg the: shore-: \;eyond the Dort��: Inn . A. f(:v;,� 1nnrnerrt� bter Sttvc· �rrived �t 
the van. lie ¥Vas helping l') prepi.1n:; a boat L'o '  t1fi attrW�li ru·wiug ra;.:.�, �or� i�Nvh.�Jc v v·tr vn (hv \V;:;�t· coasi� he 
did sav but I did not note it down. I-le \Va� ,�·ell. lo •1dn9.: iL and \Ve h:1d ? ()_ood c.I1at c-�tc.hin2: nn on tnirH!� ''.:-� .. - ...,,., , - - .... "'--" 
then gave hlln a lift into hnvn ;;ls \"(.; nu.Je -�)ur vva�· bdd�� t'l_, L\;; �;.·i::.i·on. 

Early motning Thursday \Vas good. nkc ca.hn surface . hut ]t roughed up hy 9 . 30. plus so.-ne r.:=�jn. \V�nt 
into Inverness� look around and bit shoppi11g. The ladi�s v•;vre feeling .1 bit tired� back to ;_.;;vis�on . I v.,:a::, b.1ck 
on the pier for 5.30. the loch \Vas e-aim1ng down. 1 had a quiet eveni.r;� '�atching. 

· 

Fn' da'· mnrnt'ttO l o,... l1 l:'H�C· fO"I JO"h \"� � "'  f('I.-J1 ' ., d�·i· �e lr.no- -�- � "' "" .,;"'l"t1 1� "�� ':' anc� r! A ·,-. - T ... . .;-j-l� S�"'':1�� ;"' "'-' � :n:"''·u· ·lf' 
.,."! :. '-" . ::;; J. 1w l' � �t :, . ..,. �i. r .': '\.i • �' '  " '' ; ,, ,� � .Jl !:>: .\.\..� .i. ""• •l.t,i. j ' J.i" ,. .:1 5-J 1 U  U..it-t�\ \ - LL) !. ;. Vt. i J. w _-,. ._ .. .i �1. i � -

Brunped into Dick's K.are 3nd their boys, g(;od to see tl1r:.m . .::1g�in. 
The ladi�:. had de�ided they 'verc goi!1g to haY� a reiax.ing day .;_L Ol ! s�tu.rday. I L�n.g Adrian f::hin.: Jnd 

made arrangement:) to see hirn at the Loch Ness 2000 exhibition. I-1.� 1ohi !ne o;� so��: j :"· : : �  . .  - �s�igation they had 
done on the Gray photos (NiS 1 4 1  _). After n1aking transpar�nci.es� they had b��"n Cib1e to take a boat out and 
tnatch them to the visible shorel.ll1e. Th� photographs hnd h�ca i.ak��n in the ar�a \ivhen; Gray had saici rhey had 
been. 1-lo\vever Adri(1n was still not happy about thetn, object !lppeap; too stiff: W�lY only the five shots tak<e!t.; 
nothing els� on th� fthn. too nl<"l.ny unanswered question:;. \Vhilt; on that subj�ct A.thian ..;.orrct,;kd n1� on th� 
tnatter of 'fence-posts ' on ropes and pulleys. As l kno'\\·� and shoulc! have said: it is not ne�essary t;) use 
pulleys to make objects g·J up (H d dov.-11. iust an anchor v';dght and the right letigths (Jf suing-'rop�. \\1rile he 
was putting me right. h� had a go a '"x>ut th� piece L'l. NI.S 139� \Vher� Graha-tn H.azehvood said he thought the 
music to accon1par.:. .. th.; cyc-\vitn�ss report..: h'l'l the exhibition ":as joLly lnd fi1Yolous � .  :\drian '\VilS Jd.:un�m.t 
that it was n()t, and asl,,ed rne to say so . I took the: chance later in the holiday to have a quick run tlu·ouzh the 
exhibitio� :1nd Adrian is righ� tLe music does ch:11�ge. but it is nor 'jolly or i1ivoicu.s • .  .'\driar. had be�n doing 
sotne more \-Vork on rhe Din-;·i.ik fti111 {ind 'vanted n1e to see it. (>bviou.o;ty he h�\d lh.e satn.e th(lUghts as myself 
about L.'le 'he<n1s1n.an� in hi� ··ddc'O ·v�n:ion of Tin1 ' s  fil1n being intt"'l-.f�:�ri.�n�:e . . t-:-s•_eg a compJ!::"': <;otnputer 
progranune he lud raker a nutnbt;r of �frain�s · as th� C'bj�.,;t L� ni.rJving n�on: or h.;��. para1h:l to tht: :t�n· �iwre: 
whk:.h gives a.1most identical � fr;unes ' .  Then you in(:-eas·� the tr�nQp�Pency of •;;2d o:n·::: . �0 it f-li�-�10'4t difSappe;-rr, ,  
You then �Upt=ri.Hipu�e tlh:ni an together� ujftg ihe bo\�.i-\Vi:t\-"v a;-; L l  l c{creu·.:.-;:: p•JiHt. £�t;.;Hh� i�HY ;..:ulbii:"Ht� .t�:�ttUf� 
in every fratne shovr· U}), while nnyth1ng th::�t i_.q only on the odd one� i . e .  in terference� doe-� nnL .de �hof.ved 
me the proc�s�, and �h�.n the r\::sull"s . Th.� pa!t" hlob ¥i:h:ere ;.t �h�hnsrn-tn· c 1uhJ be �.\j)C(;t�·J. vva� ;·;i·iU th�r.;. T1.t�:� 
giv.es n1e a problem. l finrdy believe th��t ,."-hate•,7tf Tint I)in�date f1ln1ed in l '�·0U. lt \Va� not a boat.. 1 ah.,--ay� taB 



back onto the fact that I havc;a seen a 3 -�nrn "'\,:e_·sion er  �h·:i2 H�m nn::-•t.-::-ct�d onto a l,'incma \OCf���n . T tri�d to be,: 
obj�ctiVI;) at H ;:;  tln e� de.�til.�,; b�il l� SU!YOUiltkd by r_:,rr. p.eL.:O:.:J 'l.i.lv:� it � .. -� b..;lit\  �L . T ! �· : ·��d !0 �;cc; ·�vh.iL v., ,��  on 
the sc-re.en as a n;.tuta i .  nonnaL evet .. ,:d�rv ot-<k:r:L but t.-Ol �ld n (.�  -� • · ·Y-1>i H � > ' .: , .• ,,_ / :-:ow ; _dri.:tr'! \Va s  

. - .. ,._ ... , . "' 
h . - � 'd · t - · 1 .  , .• • .. � 1 . - - ··· � ·  � '-'· 1 : �  . .. .. . . . .. . • .• t �-t .... . . · n- . . . . .. .. . .. . . � e - �·1· -. ,_, l .. 1- - - . . ... . , "' tl ") · ·· s OV'tmg ffir,;; vl \.:.0 4-l_t.J� iH �l jJOS . .lt•i:· �l.l!:;.;,: '.:�; i.�\J u �" · H h .. �� - , ) •. ) ! �n u \ 1.1..\ n lu i  � u._ .... . :\ �.l�� • ., i _ U U lJ . t  l . ,,.;�.��u:SI.. Hv z " " 

not be�n able to \�i )fl:-. vdth the orig.nnl filn1 . (1r an C.l% h' �encrm�on cPpy. lhJ�  b� is V;.'orkin�v \"\·ith ·video copies 
so tnany tunc · r..;mov;:.d fr.:)i.�i. th:;; original� that pcrhap.s ,Jv.;;,s ris� to •he rt�-;uJc; h� h g�rring. A.isG I s t i.ll ha-.. ·c 
the _question. i1 it ts a person in a ooat: \Vhy is i1 not (i'".\c-�n Jht:· af, such \Vben only hail the r' :si(.m�t" t'l:o1n the 
camera? 

'' \'el"'' ·"fil0· � .- ·•h4e and· .,,.t't ; •H' • i i ··tcr nv"et;� '' \\·1···!1 ,\ ( 1 ''�-:t·P tFe n :""r··· !"' "' '' i. ·  t··n J· 1 1 e ;. : ..., ..:. t"ltJ�Oll. Ol' r�,.t}<>:.,.. th. � ..L� 1 .. ·r � 4 � � t.t.1 · 1 ...,. y , uJ. U _ ::. E -. ... \. _._. J,;.� > �·L .L� .. ! ... i '-=t!t .. . r :  "�"J" ._. ... ..,.. a.. r ,.;.., '-·J.� -4.,.. l.J .t. ut .LJ ... U U . ..L i. ·t l ... ....., ;. ._ 

shops later in our �tay� Dori� and Aud:.:.;:y love va.ndering 3oo�!t shops. I \Va!; :��ain· mnu':�d to not� th�1t the f:!rst 
area -visitor� arrive in� aft\7-r going through d e Exhihit:on. is • �Iessie · � Lair��  ·vhich has h.undr�ds j·;,:" not 
thousands of gr�t:n funy �essie .. : .. of all sh�pes a,ud sizes . Thc::e \·1::'1<:!·� h 3vt: hef'n taken throngh the qtat .. · of 
Loch l Tes-; at�fl the possibilit� · vf a .:. ifor�ter : and gcnerait gi ndl t1 � itnpl ..::s�i;:.a that d��pik t:ye-\\ iU:l,.:�s 
re{)orts, there ar� no PH��iosaur:-: in the loc.h= pcrhap� n0�h!t1� in there that 1� hu·ge and unl.::nown. G-iant Eds 
and Sturg-�on b�ing s·lggc')ted as c�mdidale1':i for the k-�,1-;nd. B� · in· ? \�-�':\ie � s  Lair� i.hcy art; id1 Pk . .:.iosaw:s, 1.0t a 
Green. Furry Srurgcon or Green Furry Giant Ee' to be �een . 

I v.,-as back en ihe pier for nud aft�n1oon. to a calnri.ng k1�11. D_kl ... ran� lat�L v"-J& I inter�;;t-:.d in gc .i.ng 
out i:n. :1 ressie Hunter�? Along to th0 marina for 7 . 30, had bri..:.f \Vord \vith Bob and Justic-e at '1 e1npi.e pier. 
Good trip out v .. ith Dick he carnera rig Vv'a'"' pre;tty much the sa1nc as l�t year, he h.Js h�cn trying bett�r 
illumination, more \Vattage. \Ve had a look at the botto1n by n1e river ·mouths and under Strone. A Hght breeze 
got up� which n1eant the bo�t Trvas drifting a bi1� so the camera 'vas . 1noving a littl� fast over the bottom. He 
pointed out to me riny gas bubbles rising ro the surface� and tJte rath�r larger 0\)ho�s they rr1�ti\.� on the sonar 
screen. Nothing dr�nnat1c see� but i: is v�:ry i..tltcresting, \':.rith th.; p!:.--�·�ihmty of r,(: nu.ng ::H.'1.'0S':: �Qlnr:.thing 
hnportant. Back ot th.: J. i�r fix el�ven, \ id.l a full rnooti. in Lh�: du�ds over 1h� 1-:ills. 

Sunday mon-.jng Vi-t1� dqU ,�/ith a rou:-_:h · 0ch. \i_,.�e t00k a dri-l_r.·,; up (;kn. l ·;rqui1arr rhe-n furt1� �)· u�1 (i-1-e.n 
.-\ffrk .  Tllli a qukt l_,r;;· ;Juti!ul ar..=·.a� wdl worth (i vhi� .  ; u;:\�...1.: i�i�· D . ·.:·. :��-> ruEd c lu l�-t.: rdu.n t ihi'.•Jugl.� ut\,�;·H�;.,s!S 
and back along to T o\\ic.;\Ott t0·· tefl dtirne. .-, ii'er . c:�ttl.bJg rh-.: 1:u1.;'-"'=·· ·  1-r r �, , :<d.-·. t� ·i : .. ' \Y :!v rn Stn-•f\;:> . Sur" :1nd 
.-\lastah' \\-�r� bach. n ha ; v��n <a tratlniati;,.· tim.� f-or :h...:-nl �-�ot :t  t! iv.t\;:��u :.>�.�: _  i �il..:i -. : ,,�;; -, ; : !.� • .:�,:3 i lu�(· �h •.i �t:,Li,�Hy 
said at times like t11c.l. but even so � 1·t 0HJkult 1·-· put i 1lo word<.··. ! h�1v.: L ��t ;1.l l  nry ��rJnd�) :.trent,..: :1nd ri·;·\ \·'l:.lil1 
and D "l ..-1 so l ""Mc·- .. - tl"'"'t \-,::hiJ " tl .. l ..... . a1· "' n ,., . . ,1. J:"� .. _,_c t.-+"., .... � £  • .c.,( .. fi·· · ·--·· . .... �n ·• · ; ... -t - .. . . i- ·- .� • • � - · ··- - .. ��: • .  i- -.  t.,. _  .. ,.. • •  J tl� ; .-: � ­, . ��\.1::- "--. l -1 \- � Ls..l Y .ti '<• \,; l ..., , . ..., H ... 'l 6. lH\.1.1. \ V.t !. 1.1-.1. \.i d i  .UUl l1� H -..�VI..i :; lJ\.·"" '-' '- U.._, .,.., ,.: •. •>. _. �·-� l•-.;·u-;t ,  • � :..!..:. i..i', 

if any setting i& going to hdp aiong that road� jt could be Loch N ·:ss . .  :.\s ,,.-,; sat talki.n.g.. nnct \V ' 1 ch;ng. iJtC'· the 
t'\Vilight the ':'\'ater� cf 1 Tr<" n1 .. a--t .B 1Y s.. .,c amn. �"h · · K' ·· tl\P -n �� -�+ of ·t'h "' � !"" '"" �. �u-o·i· ""'-r:'� ·•·Jo�4-;-.S -...: r U '\: .. �!""'" f"·""l VCfV -:- . 1 .. .. . �� � .... .A. ....., ... � J. c ... ll .., 4 "' '- " L4.:4 � / . � .. "'" '1\.41 ""' '· . J..l.": \;J •� .... , .t •. ,..,. 

.. 
' L'l "' llw'A..o&. . V • t·''W� .7 """ " '· CJ l... ..... .... •. 

close to nJture an·i to Gv �1 r:- �-ou nav(': on�;. I h(:3ni ·that 1 hi{d rniss�·J ]Joug ,�nd 1\ �argarer ·who had been there 
earlier It v� s rnicl:n�!2:ht ' 'hen I !'H''i" �pri t-, .r· 1' ·  ·t:· t� •"' 1).;'"'1' ,�.-1 th 1h . .:.. ·l� <"'hi.:· of "�1)r· t·, �� 1'""11 ,,,... f1tH) ofi,.. tl1(' lncl· ' M - �.__. "" • J. . \ ..,U L .,.  \.. \. tt. t �l. - • 1 .;..""" � r \' .:a \.. lO. \ • ..  :... � - t :::;- · � --� j,. _ - - "'Y - .. - • .  .., .&..4Jr.t:j ' """ ... .._. 

The locl1 on :vfonday t 10n1ing was rm .. tgh, after son:c ovenught rain . A sh01)ping: irip� . \v i!.h th� iariie:-. 
into Inverness. I had a brief t..,. ·ord tvjti Bob :Rines ' H  Ternple Pier. later. I tool · th:- d1ance !.(1 1:-Jl .. r: sotn . photos 
of the RCY" · the i\.cadetny had. An 'indu:;n.iar siz� IHfK:hine� it \\ ,b har ging in it's �radk a i  lhe skm of th� 
largish boat· thew: ha(l, ·which \vas moor�d alone sid·� Teinp1e Plcr. 

Just space )eft for th� last p�rag1:aph. ..:r� et agajn I d1d not c.nrmect l •. vith my -�Harry: you -nr;y have · 
alreadv gu;:-··r- '"' -l t! - t· � ,  I .• ;d not .o:tat"'• u; ·t'·t • l th ·· " I·i�'! ctru• · ' ._. ;Tl '"! .. .. ' .• .:.. . ··; t·, .�, ! l '  r .... -ill: 1  .t:.: ... : ... +. , ... D! '{." : , .i "' J ·l,-� �- � ..• .,_- +l 

•. '-'�··, ... \... ... u � l•'· Ui l •"> t Y\1 J.t . lV l .... � ... ..�� .. ""' .. ...-t t  .. J.\.1 , .  .i.. . l 'f .LH Ll.:>l. l •.J . 1. JJ. t� ..... ' 1 \..·.J. . 

:\essletter. hopefuiJ:'>.- bring-ing yori further 'vorcL iri more: detail. of Bob Rin ;.-:- a.nct lh� A�.:act.emy ' s  \\fOlk. As 
usual thank YOU for being: r-:· .. s mctnbers. If vou have: 1 vhJn2'C of i ddrc�s for �.n\' rca:-cn, do n.01 forget h/ kt • ......... .., .;,:;J • .. • � 

me kno\\·
. Pleas� ren1ember \·our nc\�-s and vie\\!'S are al\yays ;.veko1ne and nee-ded. I an1 sorrY bur 0\v1ng re 

increas�,lll' t..,rices of" D'-!IJ"""' an ,j oth·�1• 1'tr · ·� "' tl1•·.,.-""' "( .; n QPf>-a· tn h.:·- " ·:1�<rh'f : �� "'r ·'� "�e �"' � P h�.-- ... � nt-: ,,nl •-: r ��.: - '\; ""ill1 t '"' ....... e t-· ... l'"" �· . ,., . l J.�l ,. ... .... ... t ;., .. ! ..... ... f!OP -� .� ...... .. .... "' ' •  ... -ue .... .t;._!. .... .. {,... �..,) L&,.)!, ,._; �  .... 4- .M ... .� • .�.r .. _ .. ... , '·� � ""'-· I"\rr.. , ... 
£3 .00, I \\il.�. leave 1 h� t .JS/\. at $ 1 0 . 00 fo: nov,'. I ha  ; e  an arrangen\�nt \\· ith ��rh � oi -:> ur �''l. m.enr.:;an n1.�rnbers. 
Ti.m Denesh�, 'vhich i: (1 gre�t  l.t' .. p \Vtrh their postal co::t�. � .r1y �d�b·ess ��; s� i�l 1.� . .  R . H·.:-1:-:�!:' _ 7 J.-h��."t�d:!d.dt�)rd., 
St John·s Ch.apel� \V'"eJrdaie, Co DU1iwn·.  DL i 3  lR::,� . T�! . G 1. 3 �6 5573 5',--. . 


